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A New Approach to Mythology
Michael Witzel

Professor Emeritus and Wales Research Professor of Sanskrit
at Harvard University

In this talk, a new approach to mythology will be presented. In addition to the
traditional wide-ranging comparisons, the introduction of the element of historical
development results in ever earlier levels of mythological reconstructions. They lead
from Classical Graeco-Roman, Egyptian, Mesopotamian, etc. collections and their
various ancestral Eurasian mythologies, to ultimately reaching the myths as told by
the “African Eve” before the exodus from Africa, some 65,000 years ago.
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Overview of the Lecture

Lecture organized by “Introspective Altruism”, JSPS KAKENHI
Grant-in-Aid for Challenging Research

Professor Witzel, a leading scholar of the oldest Indian classics - Vedic scriptures -
surprised Indian classical scholars, by publishing The Origins of the World's
Mpythologies (Oxford University Press, 2012), which is considered the most ambitious
work on mythology since Mircea Eliade's.

Focusing on the oldest available texts, buttressed by data from archeology,
comparative linguistics and human population genetics, Michael Witzel reconstructs
a single original African source - Pan-Gaean mythology - for our collective myths,
dating back some 100,000 years.

Simultaneously, Witzel identifies features shared by the '"Out of Africa" mythology
- Gondwana mythology — that humans carried when they reached South-East Asia
via the Arabian Peninsula and India along the coast some 65 000 years ago.

He furthermore identifies new myths - Laurasia mythology - emerged some 40 000
years ago in the Middle East, which then spread to the northern Eurasia. It is only
in this last group of myths that the origin and end of the world and the ‘language of

the gods’ are mentioned.

Thus, Witzel articulated the footprints of the ancient spirituality, which developed
through three stages, beginning with the common myths recounted by the "African

Eve' community.

The Oxford Academic ends its introduction to this book with the following words:
‘Indeed, everyone interested in mythology will want to grapple with Witzel's
extraordinary hypothesis about the spirituality of our common ancestors, and to
understand what it tells us about our modern cultures and the way they are linked

at the deepest level.’

*Hybrid face-to-face and online conference in English.
*Q&A session will be held after the lecture.
*If you wish to attend, please register by noon on Wednesday 8 March using the

Google Form below.
https://forms.gle/ZxpRY3vVsQ6HK9iX6
*Online participants will receive a Zoom meeting URL in the afternoon of
Wednesday 8 March.
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